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e B wficult to reconcile all the ot and powers of Congress
o and the state quernments at that umez with any consxstegt :
te and precise political theory;. and the failyre of the experi-
& ment tends to confirm the Opinion, that the elements wbsshj
o0 entered intc the structure of ‘the old cenfeo}eracy, were
d incoerent and Sell-contradictory, The Committee are
it inclined 1o behevg, as they have already remarked, thatthe
" future historian will consider the whole period g question
" as 4 revolutionary one, and the form of the government as

m upsetiled and fluctuating, until it was finally fixed, for the
first time, by the adoption of the present Constitution,

2. But the Committee deem it unnecessary to dwel] on
this point, since, were it evep admitted that the States, at
the time when they formed the Constitution, were distinet
communities, politically independem;each of other, it would
by no means follow as the Convention of Soygp Carolina ap-
t 3 pear to suppose, that they are still in (has condition, and
. that the Union is a League or Confederacy of mutually and
: absolutely independent States, The rights and obligations
5 of the parties to a- contract, are determipe by its nature
: and terms, and not by theip condition previously to its conp.-
B clusion. As respects the laftop point, the only question ig,

B vere the parties legally, or in cases when they are not syp.

- Jeet to a common government, morajly capable of making
B sicha contract? If thig question be answered ip the affir.
@8 mative, the previous coadition of the parties, in other re-

B spects, is immaterial; and iy order to ascertain to what the

" contract binds them, we have only to inquire what the con-
tract 1s,

Now there can be ng doubt, that independent Stateg are
moraily as capable of forming themselyes into a body poli-
e, as independent individuals, A great proportion of the
political societies which now exist, or of which we know
the history, were constituted in this way. Hence, were it
¢7e0 admitted, that the States were distinct ang indepen.
(il communities at the time when they framed the const;.
tWiion, the fact would 110 more prove; that they are distingt
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atd Independent Communities now, than the factthat the two
Parties (0 a contraet of marriage were single before it cop-
5100 g0es 10 prove that they are single afterwards. Jf

e States Were, at the time whep they framed the constity.
190, 35 there canpot be a doubt, morally capable of form.
7 a Contract, nvolving the entire surrender of their poli-

fieal quependenbe, it is quite apparent that in order to
. TRertain thej, rights and obligations under the constitution,
e have to Jook exclusively tojthe nature and terms of that




